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By ADAM FITZ-ADAM. 
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To be continued every THURSDAY. 





Tuursvday, March the 7th, 1754. 





To Mr. Fitrz-AbDaAm. 


ROSY Have fomewhere read of the faying 
eg) RO of a philofopher, I believe it was in the 
reng® Spectator,‘ That every one ought 
swe“ to do fomething in the world to 
“Y << fhew that he has been in it.” I 
y am therefore, though a woman, de- 





firous of leaving behind me the following teftimony of 
my exiftence, and of convincing pofterity that in point 
of birth I have had the ftart of them. ; 
Ir is of late grown into a fafhion among the men to 
treat the bufinefs of Visrrinc with great difrefpect : 
they look upon it as a mere female recreation, and be- 
| | neath 
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neath the dignity of their fuperior natures. Yet not- 
withftanding their contempt of it, and the odious name 
of GApDING which they have given it, I do not find 


that they fail in their appearance at any of our affemblies, 


or that they are better able than us women to fhut them- 
felves up in their own houfes, when there is any thing 
to be done or feen abroad. If they would content them- 
felves with finding fault with the Name and not the 
Thing, I fhould have no quarrel with them ; the word 
Visit being of fo various and uncertain a fignification, 
that I am always at a lofs in what fenfe to underftand it. 

A SISTER in law of mine, who lives about ten miles 
from town, fent. me fome time ago a very preffing letter, 
defiring my affiftance, and that of my cook maid, for 
a few days; her houfe, as fhe faid, being likely to be 
put into great hurry and confufion from the preparations 
they were making for the reception of my lord Whimfey, 
who had fent my brother a card that he intended him 
a Visit the week following. I fet out accordingly with 
my cook; and when every thing was got ready in the 
beft and genteelef{ manner that my brother's fortune 
would afford for the entertainment of fo noble a gueft, 
down comes my lord as expected ; who upon alighting 
from his: chariot, gave orders to his coachman to keep 
the horfes in motion, for that his ftay fhould not exceed 
fifteen minutes. His lordfhip took a walk through the 
garden ; feemed greatly pleafed with it’s fituation and 
defign ; very politely excufed himfelf from making a 
longer ftay, and took his leave with faying that he hoped 
foon to-do himfelf the pleafure of making him a fecond 
VisIT. 

Ir would be taking up too much of your time to 
enter minutely into the family diftrefs upon fo vexing a 


difappointment : let it fuffice to tell you that it was near 


a 
a 
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a fortnight before my poor fifter perfectly recovered it, 
or before fhe left off her hourly-repeated queftion of, 
«© What fhall we do with all this load of victuals ?” 
My lord next day at" WuiTe’s was giving high enco- 
miums on my. brother’s feat and the goodnefs of the air 
in that part of Surrey, and was pleafed to fay that he 
thought it the compleateft thing of it’s fize within 
twenty miles of London, Upon which Sir Humphry 
Hobling, a diftant relation of ours, propofed being of 
my lord’s party at hisnext Visit. Accordingly:in about 
three weeks a fecond card informs my brother of a 
fecond VisiT. 

By this time I and my maid, together with two or 
three fupernumerary affiftants and femalehumble coufins, 
were difmiffed, after having ftaid a fortnight, by par- 
ticular defire, to help eat up the pafties, pyes, tarts, 
jellies, fillabubs é&c. which had been provided for my 
lord, and were now looked upon as mere drugs in a 
family which ufually contented itfelf with two fubftantial 
difhes, or one and a pudding. 

Ir was not in the leaft doubted. that my lord’s fecond 
Visit would be of the fame nature with the firft; his 
lordthip’s card being conceived exactly in the fame words: 
there was therefore no need of fufs or preparation,s my 
fifter tou had pretty well.worn off the dread. of. .naaking 
her appearance before fo great a man. ,'-According;tothis 
appointment my lord arrived, and with him Sir Humphry, 
and colonel Shuffle, a great favourite of my lord’s, and 
a number of fervants with portmanteaus, uns, .pointers, 
fetters, {paniels, &c.——-My poor dear fifter !——-I. with 
you were a woman, Mr, Fitz-Adam, and had ‘kept 
houfe in the country, that you might know how to pity 
her. The rumour of my lord’s arrival having {oon fpread 

itfelf, 
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itfelf, feveral of the neighbouring gentlemen came the 
next day to dine with my brother, and to pay their 
compliments to his lordfhip ; the greater part of whom, 
by Sir Humphry’s inceffantly pufhing about the claret, 
were rendered utterly incapable of returning to theif 
homes that night. To fhorten my ftory, my lord and 
the colonel, finding the air to agree with them every 
day better than the other, continued there a fortnight ; 
and Sir Humphry, having drank himfelf into a fit of 
the gout, is, with his lady and family (whom he fent 
for to attend him) at this day upon his Visir. 

I nave heard much of the copioufnefs of the Englith 
language, and would fain know why it is that people 
can find no term to exprefs their defign of ftaying fifteen 
days at your houfe, different from that which fignifies 
fifteen minutes? Have they no way of exprefling the 
time of their continuance but by the one word Visit? 
Surely, Mr. Fitz-Adam, a more corre&t and intelligible 
method of conveying upon cards or otherwife the visr- 
Tor’s defign upon the vistTED might be found out; 
giving him to underftand at fight what he is to do to- 
wards a proper reception: whether it be to order a fire 
in the beft parlour ; to fee if the death warrant for poul- 
try, roafting pigs, &c. be to be figned ; if fheets, beds 
and chambers are to be aired, or a month’s provifion to 
be laid in. All this, I conceive, may be eafily effected 
by a method, which for the good of all mafters and 
miftrefles of families, I am now going to communicate. 

When a fine lady, having a new-fafhioned fuit of 
clothes, or a new piece of {candal to circulate, finds it 
neceffary to call upon forty or fifty of her acquaintance in 
one day; or when a fine gentleman chufes to fignify 
his intention of making a fhort VistT, like my lord 

Whimeey’s 
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Whimfey’s firft; I am for an abridgment of the word, 
and only calling ita Vis. When a gentleman or lady 
intends taking a family dinner with a country friend, 
or a difh of tea with a town one, I would have that called 
a Visit. But when aperfon propofes fpending fome 
days, weeks or months at a houfe, I would call that a 
VisiraTion. So that for the future cards might very 
properly be written in the following form. ‘ Lady 
«© Changeherfriend’s compliments to lady Fiddlefaddle, 
‘¢ and intends to Vis her ladyfhip this evening.” Lord 
* Stiffs compliments to Sir Gregory Quibus at his 


‘ houfe at Hampftead, and intends to Visit him 
“ the firft fair day.” ‘ Captain Fearaball’s compli- 
“ ments to Ralph Hardhead Efq ; at his feat near Bur- 
‘© ford downs, and intends him a VisiTaTIon the be- 
“« gining of next month, to take a crack of hunting 
« with him.” Thus, Mr. Fitz-Adam, will the terms 
of Vistnc, VisiTinG and VistraTIoNING always 
carry an exa&t meaning with them, and be fuch as the 
loweft capacity cannot fail of underftanding. Iam, 
with great efteem, 

DEAR SIR, 

Your conftant reader and admirer 


SUSANNA FRETTABIT. 


P. S. Ir this letter fhould happen to pleafe you, who 
are all the world to me, I may very fhortly fend you a 
few neceflary remarks upon each of thefe three Visrr- 
MENTS; in whichI may obferve at large that the Vis 
feems to be chiefly confined within the bills of mortality, 
or tothe inhabitants of large towns, and is applicable to 
the tranfacting of bufinefs in general. ‘The Visit is more 
particularly for ftill life and fet compliments. The Vi- 
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s1T ATION is looked upon generally in a very indifferent 
light, and oftener thought.a plague than a pleafurc by 
the receiver: it is chictly the invention of the worthy 
tribe of Hearers (of whom you gave us lately fo lively 
a defcription) led-captains, younger brothers brought 
up to no bufinefs, humble coufins, &c. The VisiTEpD 
in thefe cafes, or more properly {peaking, the PATIENTS, 
have invented on their parts. feveral curious hints to- 


wards fhortning the length of a VisiraTion, befides. 


thofe ftale and threadbare ones, of bringing out after 
2a certain time the brown loaf, and ordering the groom 
to fay that the corn is all. out. | My uncle Toby Fret- 
tabit, having received a ViIsITATION from a gentle- 
man and his lady, and finding it continued to the feven- 
teenth morning, hit upon the expedient of calling aloud 
to his groom, under their chamber window, to be fure 
to feed his coufin’s horfes well, and -get their -chaife 
cleaned ; “ for very likely, Tom”, fays he, raifing his 
voice, ‘* my coufins will embrace fo fine a morning to 
“go home in; for you know fo very fine a day one 
‘© feldom fees in a whole month at this time of the 
*« year.” His coufins, it feems, took. the hint, and very 
civilly decamped a few hours after. 
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